MTB-O Commission Minutes

Vienna 21st February 2004

Attending: 

Juan García Tutor (ESP), Chairman

Radovan Mach (CZE)

Thomas Wieser (AUT)

Arvo Martikainen (FIN)

Colin Palmer (GBR), Secretary 

Tibor Erdelyi (HUN), Event Adviser MTB WOC 2004

Apologies: Blake Gordon

1. Review of MTB-O decisions taken by IOF Council since last MTB-O Commission meeting  

1.1 April 03. Proposal to Presidents’ Conference that the MTB-O WOC would be held every year. Council noted that Slovakia, already appointed to host the MTB WOC in 2006, would organise MTB WOC 2005 instead.

1.2 August 03. Presidents’ Conference approved Council’s proposal to introduce an annual MTB WOC from 2005 onwards. Appointed Slovakia organiser of the 2005 MTB WOC and awarded Finland to host the MTB WOC in 2006 and Czech Republic to host the MTB WOC in 2007. Consequently there shall no longer be a World Cup in MTB-O after the 2003 edition. Council noted that Tibor Erdelyi (HUN) has been appointed as Event Adviser to the MTB WOC 2004. Council has also determined a sanction fee of 10.000 € for MTB WOC 2008 and 2009 and a sanction fee of 100 € for WRE 2006 and 2007 and of 150 € for WRE 2008 and 2009.

1.3 January 04. Council noted that the Commission is considering various ways of ensuring an attractive event calendar in the format of WRE. The MTB-O Commission budget for 2004 is of 5.000 €. Council also required an Activity Plan for 2004 to be produced by the Commission.
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2. ISOM Mapping Rule changes

2.1 JGT met several times with Map Commission to discuss the Australian recommended changes to ISOM 2000 MTB-O specifications. As a result of this, Map Commission accepted the following in August 2003:

- Water & Marsh symbols: Delete blank line from symbols 301, 304 and 309.

​- Man Made Features: Add Foot-O symbols 510, 511, 513 and 514.

- Water & Marsh symbols: For large lakes (301) and wide rivers (304) using 50% blue fill, a 100% blue blank line may be used in place of the black bank line.

- Man Made Features: Change definitions for 813 Track, slow riding to delete the words “infrequently used” and for 815 Track, difficult to ride, delete the words “rarely used”.

2.2 Map commission rejected the following:

- Changes to track classification system.

- Man Made Features: Change gap lengths in 813 and 814 symbols and reducing line widths for all track and path symbols.

2.3 The rest of the Australians proposed changes were referred back to the MTB-O Commission for further consideration. In respect of those, the Commission agreed the following:

- Obstructions and Barriers Symbol 714: These must be highly visible on the map and should be overprinted in purple. Crossable barrier as a short dash. Uncrossable barrier or out of bounds a cross or series of crosses. It was agreed that green symbols, as the Australians propose, would be less visible to riders and could result in collisions.

- Overprinting: Adding a new symbol for permitted route. This could be agreed in principle, but not as an ISOM change.Australian organisers to formally apply for the use of such as symbol as an exception.
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2.4 It was also noted that a line of rocks or small buildings depicted as a row of black dots could easily be interpreted as a path. It was agreed that depiction in grey would overcome this problem. The Commission agreed to consider in future the overprinting above and the change of colour of buildings and rocks.

2.5 A revised MTB-O specific version to be available in June 2004, according to the Map Commission wishes.

3. MTB-O Rule Changes

3.1 The version circulated by Rules Commission (David Rosen) in February 2004 is accepted with the following suggested amendments: 

- 1.2 Remove “Classic” from the section on order of controls, to read “Specific Order”: the sequence is prescribed.

- 1.4 Remove the “g” from MTB-Og.

- 6.17 Qualification races may be used to select the best 60 riders for the final of the Long event. There will be no B-final. The qualification races will also determine the starting order in the Long Final. The statement must be reworded to reflect this change, as follows: 

“Where there are more than 60 competitors entered for a long race, then based upon the times of the qualification race, the best 60 competitors from the qualification race heat will qualify for the Long final. 

A qualification race heat shall have no more than 100 riders. Where there are more than 100 riders, then two or more heats will be required.

The number of qualifiers from each heat to the final shall be equal and shall be calculated so that the total number of riders qualifying for the final is as close as possible to 60 in the absence of ties. 

If two or more competitors tie for a place in a final, all of them shall qualify for that final. 

Competitors who are not placed in the qualification race will be eliminated from the final of that race.

Any qualification races will be used to determine the start order of the Long final. The starting order will be the reverse of the finishing order in the qualification races. If qualification races are not required, then a prologue may be used to determine the starting order of the race.

Any rider completing a qualification race or prologue in more than twice the finishing time of the winner, will be deemed to have retired from that race”.

- 12.5 Interval starts. Add third sentence: “Federations may nominate 2 riders to start in each of the 3 starting groups”.

- 16.9 Winning times. The trend for shorter races to be reflected in changes to winning times in minutes as follows:





Men



Women

Long Distance 

90 - 110


70 - 90

Middle Distance

50 - 60



40 - 50

Sprint



20 - 30



20 - 30

Relay



50 - 60



40 - 50

The World Championships in 2004 and 2005 will be just for Middle Distance and Long distance only, as exception. We are not so sure about to remove 3.3 “Sprint” from the programme. 

The former Long Distance (100 - 120 minutes Women / 120 - 140 minutes Men) will continue as Very Long Distance, but not as a World Championship event. See Appendix 8.

- 21.5 Modify to allow the use of cycle computers. “Cycle computers can provide information to assist navigation to include time, distance, speed and height, but not any satellite based navigation aid”.

- Appendix 8. Very Long Events may be held under IOF rules at non World Championship events. Winning times to be as follows:

Very Long Distance 

100 - 120 minutes Women





120 - 140 minutes Men

3.2 WOC applications should be made 3/4 years and not 4/5 years.
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4. World Championships  2004, Australia

4.1 The next World Championships in MTB.O will be held next 18th - 23rd October, based at Ballarat, some 100 miles west of Melbourne, Queensland, with an extended programme.

Details to be found on the website www.2004worldmtbo.org

4.2 Programme

9-10th  Saturday / Sunday NSW Champs at Wagga Wagga.

11-15th  Monday to Friday - training events at Ballarat

16th Saturday - Victorian Champs (long distance) at Ballarat

17th Sunday - rest day  

18th Monday - opening ceremony 

19th Tuesday - qualifier / prologue for long distance

20th Wednesday - long distance final, 

21st Thursday - rest day,

22nd Friday - middle distance final, 

23rd Saturday - relay final.

4.3 Reports

Reports from Blake Gordon (local organiser) and Tibor Erdelyi (event adviser) were noted.

4.4 Qualification Map

It was agreed that the Qualification map would not be embargoed prior to the competition.

4.5 Mapping Rules

ISOM 2000 to be used, with the approved amendments above (see item 2). Any exceptions to be applied for by the organisers.

4.6 IOF Jury Members

To be appointed by MTB-O Commission members week commencing 11th October.

5. Event Advisers for World Championships 2005, 2006 & 2007

2005. Banska Bystrica, Slovakia. Event Adviser: Arvo Martikainen (FIN)

Following the IOF Senior Event Advisers Clinic to be held in Sopron (HUN) next 21st may, the event advisers for WOC 2006 and 2007 will be appointed.

6. 2004 MTB-O World Ranking Event Series

6.1 The results of the riders petition was comprehensively discussed. While it is not possible for the MTB-O Commission to re instate the World Cup series, the Commission will aim to ensure that the World Ranking Event Series is designed to reflect a similar standard of competition and social atmosphere to the World Cup series which it replaces.

6.2 The intention is to achieve this at a lower cost to both organisers and participating federations by selecting  6 races from three events already published in National competition calendars. To minimise the organisational requirements, and the need to take time from work there will be no model event and no relay event. During this first year it is not expected to have IOF Event Advisers to attend those events. After a considerable debate, the six races selected are:

22/23 May. Sopron, Hungary. Middle and Long.

7/8 August. Epila, Finland. Middle and Long.

28/29 August. Novy Bor, Czech Republic. Middle and Long.

6.3 The World Cup scoring system will be used, with the best 5 events from 6 to count. 

There will be two classes, Men and Women. The structure will therefore be substantially different from that of the foot O ranking series. Other age classes will be encouraged to compete in the accompanying races, and an informal ranking system may be produced if the National races prove to be popular with international competitors.
The series will use appropriate rules taken from the latest IOF MTB-O Competition Rules, and the relevant rules published on the IOF website. Organisers will be required to provide an English language version of the event information, and identify appropriate accommodation opportunities.

The IOF will require a levy of 100 € for each WRE held in 2006 and 2007, rising to 150 € for events held in 2008 and 2009.

6.4 The Commission will invite Monica D’Amico to the next Commission meeting to review these changes on behalf of competitors, and identify potential improvements.

7. European MTB-O Championships in 2005.

It is proposed that the Commission should plan for an annual European MTB-O Championships to commence in 2005. The format of the event has not been finally decided, but should be similar to a World Ranking Event plus 1 or 2 days around the weekend. It is expected that applications from Federations wishing to organise this event will be required by September 2004. Special Rules for the Eu MTB-O Championship must be ready for approval during next European Federations Presidents’ meeting that will be held in September 12th, during the IOF Congress in Västeras, Sweden.   

8. Marcel Schiess IOF Proposals

The need for a better system of transferring information between organisers of major events was applauded. However, it was felt that the proposed system would be too onerous for MTB-O organisers at the current state of development of the sport.

9.   IOF MTB-O website

It was agreed that the IOF website has improving steadily. However, it was felt that it continues to be difficult to locate MTB-O information. This could be remedied by the addition of a specific MTB-O menu providing appropriate links to the relevant pages. These could include:

News

Calendars 
- Current WOC




- Future WOCs




- World Ranking Event Series



- Links to Federation’s National Calendars

Results

Rules

Commission Minutes

ISOM 2000, specific for MTB-O

Clinics / List of MTB-O Event Advisers 
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10. Controllers Clinic 2004

After the Event Advisers Clinics organised by the Commission in Sault (France) November 2001, and in Pilsen (Czech Republic) September 2003, there is still a need to increase the number of Event Advisers suitable for IOF events. The next Clinic is to be held on Friday 21st May at Sopron, Hungary. The Clinic will be led by Thomas Wieser (AUT), following the guidance of the Rules Commission.



Action TW

11. Dates and venues of  MTB-O Commission meetings

August 2004, Friday 27th in Novy Bor, Czech Republic. World Ranking Event.

October 2004, Monday 18th in Ballarat, Australia. World Championships.

January 2005, Saturday 15th in Helsinki, Finland. IOF Council/Commissions joint meeting.

12. Any Other Business

Members thanked Thomas for organising the lodging, for providing the meeting room, and his wife for providing the lunch. Much appreciated.

